Over the past 20 years, approximately 500 Aboriginal women have gone
missing in communities across Canada. Yet government, the media, and
Canadian society continue to remain silent.
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Violence against women and children within Indigenous families and
communities is widely understood to be part of a broader spectrum of social
stress and turmoil that has resulted from government policies imposed on
Indigenous peoples without their consent.
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Some Facts to Consider:

The mortality rate of Aboriginal women as a result of violence is three times the
rate experienced by all other Canadian women. Aboriginal women aged 25 - 44
are five times more likely to die from acts of violence. (Heaith Canada: Bureau of Women’s
Health and Gender Analysis, 2002)

Aboriginal women in British Columbia suffer a higher percentage of lifetime
sexual assault by non-partners than non-Aboriginal women (31.1% versus
15.6%). (Women’s Health Surveillance Report, 1999.)

Eight in ten Aboriginal women in Ontario reported having personally
experienced violence. (ontario Native Women’s Association 1989, 7.)

Aboriginal women are five times more likely to use a shelter than non-
Aboriginal Women. (Profile of Aboriginal women in Saskatchewan, 1999.)

42.5% of Aboriginal women experienced partner violence (physical, sexual,
financial or emotional) compared to 20.6% of non-Aboriginal women. (women’s
Health Surveillance Report, 1999.)

Rates of spousal homicide among Aboriginal women are more than eight times
higher than for non-Aboriginal women. (statistics Canada, 2001.)






